
Two presentations by academic experts will be followed by critical debate. 

A decade after David Copeland:  
Neo-Nazi ‘broadband terrorism’ in the UK 

The threat posed by terrorism today is changing rapidly – as 
have methods of study of this phenomenon, including analysis 
of radicalisation and the ‘terrorist cycle’. This presentation takes 
a qualitative approach to one aspect of contemporary terrorism, 
self-directed (‘lone wolf’) terrorism by right-wing extremists. 
Predominately plaguing the US at first, solo actor terrorism by fascist 
extremists crossed the Atlantic in 1999 with David Copeland’s attacks 
in London, and most horrifically with Anders Behring Breivik’s murder 
of 77 people in Oslo and Utoya in 2011. Like these two terrorist 
murderers, the two case studies discussed here, Neil Lewington and 
Ian Davison, were also radicalised online through ‘passive’ and ‘active’ 
networks of support. The different pathways of online radicalisation 
by Lewington and Davison are the central subject here.

MATTHEW FELDMAN 
Professor in the modern history of ideas at Teesside University, 
and co-director of the Centre for Analysis of the Radical Right. 

German neo-Nazi activism in the 
21st century: online and offline

This presentation sketches the development of German 
neo-Nazism since the 1990s, i.e. changes in activism, 
protest forms and organisational structure. Following 
organisational change throughout the 1990s, German 
neo-Nazis moved away from rigid structures towards 
movement-like, loosely connected ones. Cultural 
innovations have followed since the 2000s, leading these 
actors to adopt styles and practices familiar from the radical 
left. The rise of web 2.0 has fed these developments, 
facilitating (the visibility of) practices such as veganism and 
‘new’ ways of imagining neo-Nazi subjectivity. The latter 
two will serve as an illustration of a ‘postmodern’ twist to 
these actors’ recent activism.

BERNHARD FORCHTNER 
Lecturer at the School of Media, Communication and Sociology, 
University of Leicester. His research focuses on the far right and, 
more specifically, far-right environmental communication. 

This event is FREE and open to all staff and students.
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